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Eeumahsis e:ﬂd ihe CIA

MEMO TO: Stansfield Turner, CIA Director

SUBJECT: Use of ]oumahsts by SIA
;o 1l

: You told the A;nencan Socxety ‘of Newspa- -
- per Editors the other day that you not only had

. approved the use of ]ournahsts for intelligence

. saw nothmg wrong W1th tha s

. areno longer free ” 3

: Let us tell you why One thmg that sets the’.
. American press apart from many of its coun- -
- terparts elsewhere:is that it is free, not only -~

. from government control, as prescrlbed by

- the Constxtu_txon but also from govemment :

mﬂuence

The latter is even more smlster than the ‘

former and it is because the press in so many

nations does work closely with the govern---
- ment in power that American news people are' -

so often suspect when they go abroad. -

““You correctly ‘said it ‘would be “naive” to’""’”

think foreign governments regard U.S. jour-
nalists as being above reproach. But that

hardly means you should confirm those gov-

emments’ worst fears by revealmg that the
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CIA does indeed ask Journahsts to spy for it

on oceasion.

You seemed to thmk thlS was old news but

- for many of us, it struck like a bolt of light-

ning. We don’t doubt that you had indeed pro-

: _,mulgated the rule that journalists abroad -

 Operations on three occasions; but that You' . could be used, with your consent, back in
77 1977, But we missed it, somehow, or we would :

You expressed some" surpnse that edltors

. and other news professionals'should be upset,

' and said, I don’t understand why you think if *

: you accept an assxgnment from me. that you .

have been sendmo thls memo earher

relationship of a free~press with the govern-

- 7. . ment. You spoke, earlier in your remarks, of
c people such as former CIA agent Philip Agee _
“putting American lives in ]eopardy” by dls—_ .

closmg agency secrets

We're afrald you have done the same thmg, ’
~ Sir, by telling every foreign governmentin the

world that any:- American journalist in any
country could bein the service of the CIA. Ail
that was necessary to raise the guestion was
for you, to admit that it was possmle

'1,*‘

. Thxnk about. u’: and whether those are Lhe
kinds of doubts you want to raise. We doubt

that they are, in which case you should rescind

* this unwise rule; and let a free press function
as it should, unencumbered by suspicions of
‘ bemg merely a front for secret rmssxons

o PO . ‘x" e

More is at stake you see, than the “honor” .
-of the journalism professxon or the proper -

i

J
sht
ST



